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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



This number completes the Fifty-fifth Volume of the 
Advocate. The year now closing has been one of the 
most encouraging in the whole history of the peace move- 
ment. The Behring Sea arbitration, the debate and 
resolution in the House of Commons on the 16th of June, 
the Fifth Universal Peace Congress, the first General 
Meeting of the Society of the Peace Bureau at Berne, the 
meeting of the General Committee of the Interparliamen- 
ary Peace Association, the formation of many new peace 
societies in Europe, the espousal and open advocacy of 
the cause by an increasing number of journals and of pub- 
lic men, the Columbian Exposition with its peaceful 
association of people from all nations, the world's First 
Parliament of Religions, etc., have made the year a mem- 
orable one. The Advocate has chronicled with deep sat- 
isfaction the evidence afforded by these occurrences of 
the growing dislike of strife and war and the increasing 
sentiment of love and brotherhood, and has tried to do what 
it could to support and extend the movement. 

The paper has been sent during the year to a large 
number of persons who are not subscribers ; we hope many 
of these may with the opening of the year send us their 
subscriptions for the coming year. We wish to send the 
paper for a time to many other persons, but this we can 
not do without ceasing to send it to those who have 
hitherto received it gratuitously. All the money received 
goes into the extension of the work. We should like to 
publish and circulate three or four times as large an edi- 
tion of the Advocate as we now do. The opportunity 
for influencing and concentrating public opinion was 
never so favorable as at present. The encroachments of 
militarism, on the other hand, need to be vigorously met 
by the concentrated protest of all the friends of peace 
everywhere. Will not those interested in the cause, and 
we know there are many such in every community, aid us? 
One dollar a year is not a very large sum. Will you not 
aid the cause by sending us your subscription, or better 
still become a member of the Peace Society by sending 
us two dollars as an annual contribution? 



Peace Sunday, the third Sunday in December, ought to 
be more widely observed this year than ever before. 
The past year has been one of great significance in the 
peace movement. No more fitting introduction can be 
made to the great Christian Festival, Christmas, than that 
the pastors of the churches throughout the land should 
on the preceding Sabbath call the special attention of 
their hearers to the subject of human brotherhood set 
forth in Christ and finally to be realized, through Him, in 
w ' peace on earth." 

The Committee which has had charge of the Peace 
exhibit at Chicago and the Peace Congress needs $100 to 



close up everything satisfactorily. We have already 
spent about $600 which is a very small sum considering 
what has been done through the six months of the Expo- 
sition. It is less than half what we had expected to be 
obliged to spend. The work of the Exhibit and of the 
Congress has been highly commended, the former having 
received an award from the Exposition authorities. Will 
not a few of our friends unite in sending us the amount 
yet needed? The Peace Societies have already contrib- 
uted to the full extent of their ability, having given nearly 
all of the amount received. When the account is closed 
a statement will be published showing exactly how the 
money has been expended. 



The General German Peace Society has issued the fol- 
lowing address to the German People. It is signed by 
seventeen prominent members of the society, residing in 
nine different cities : 

To The German People. 
From the thrones of rulers and the tribunes of parlia- 
ments sound forth words of peace. No people wishes 
war. Every government shrinks from taking upon itself 
the dreadful consequences which the next campaign must 
have ; yet the fear of war is just as strong as the wish for 
peace. 

In order to do away with this unendurable condition of 
things, peace societies have been formed in recent years 
in ail the civilized countries of the globe, and are putting 
forth powerful efforts. Their members are numbered by 
thousands. Germany alone, which in other respects has 
always been found among the foremost combatants for 
all noble ideals, has lagged behind. 

It is true, a few German Representatives have taken 
part in the annually recurring Interparliamentary Peace 
Congresses, but the larger classes of our people have as yet 
taken no part in this movement, which has already begun 
to exercise an influence on the relations of the nations' to 
one another. In this way the German people gives the 
appearance of being less peace-loving than others. But 
this suspicion, however groundless it may be, really 
involves a danger of war. For this reason we have called 
into existence a peace society in the Capital of the Ger- 
man Empire. This society is intended to form a point 
of union for all who think it desirable that States having 
relations with one another should pledge themselves by 
treaties to settle differences which arise between them by 
international tribunals. Their independence and the 
present condition of their possessions are not to be inter- 
fered with by these treaties. That this aim is not unat- 
tainable and is compatible with the dignity of every 
sovereign State, is proved by the increasing number of 
cases in which conflicts even between the greatest powers 
of the civilized world are settled by courts of arbitration. 

These aims we are trying to reach by practical means. 
The mightiest of these means is public opinion. When 
the number of members of peace societies shall have 
become sufficiently great to make the expression of their 
will the expression of the will of the people, then no 
Power will be able to bring on a war, then and not till 
then will the fear of war and with it the cause of the un- 
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endurably burdensome armaments under which Europe is 
groaning, disappear. 

We therefore call upon our fellow citizens, men and 
women, to whatever party they may belong, to publicly 
make known, by connecting themselves with tbe German 
Peace Society, the desire for peace which they have long 
deeply felt, and thereby to assist in working out a Reform 
on the practical realization of which the weal of our Ger- 
man Fatherland and all of mankind depends. 



In Harper s Monthly for October, in an article entitled 
" Manifest Destiny," which gives some very substantial 
reasons against the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands, 
Carl Schurz incidentally disposes, in a lucid way, of the 
question whether the United States needs a great navy. 
In reply to the argument that we need a large navy to 
protect our commerce, or to enable us to make favorable 
commercial arrangements with the other nations, he says : 

"We need no large navy for the protection of our 
commerce. Since the extinction of the Barbary pirates 
and of the western buccaneers, the sea is the safest pub- 
lic highway in the world, except, perhaps, in the Chinese 
waters. Our commerce is not threattned by anybody or 
anything, unless it be the competition of other nations 
and the errors of our own commercial policy ; and against 
these influences war-ships avail nothing. Nor do we need 
any war-ships to obtain favorable commercial arrange- 
ments with other nations. Our position of power under 
existing circumstances is such that no foreign nation will, 
at the risk of a quarrel with us, deny our commerce any 
accommodation we can reasonably lay claim to. 
When our maritime commerce was most flourishing we 
had no navy worth speaking of to protect it, and nobody 
thought that one was needed. The pretence that we need 
one now for that purpose reminds one of the Texas colonel 
who thinks he must arm himself with a revolver when 
walking on Broadway because he might be insulted by a 
salesman." 

As to the dangers of war arising from a large navy, the 
following, though not a new idea, is well worth reproduc- 
ing : 

"It (a large navy) would be a dangerous plaything. 
Its possession might excite an impatient desire to use it, 
and lead us into strong temptations to precipitate a con- 
flict of arms in case of any difference with a foreign gov- 
ernment, which otherwise might easily be settled by ami- 
cable adjustment. The little new navy we have has 
already perceptibly stimulated such a spirit among some 
of our navy officers and civilian navy enthusiasts, who 
are spoiling for the opportunity to try the new guns. 
We remember their attitude during the late Chilean diffi- 
culty, when it was absolutely certain to any candid mind 
that our little sister republic would, after a little bluster, 
ultimately make every apology demanded. . . Every 
new war-ship we build will be apt further to encourage 
this tendency ; and nothing will be wanting but the 
growth of the belief among navy officers that they can 
make themselves heroes of a new era by using their op- 
portunities for carrying on some vigorous foreign policy 
on their own motion to render the navy the more danger- 
ous to the peace and dignity of this republic the more 
war-ships we have." 



The duty of the United States to promote the peace of 
the world by the moral force of its example is thus ex- 
pressed : 

"The United States will better fulfil their mission and 
more exalt their position in the family of nations by in- 
doctrinating their navy officers in the teachings of Wash- 
ington's farewell address than by flaunting in the face of 
the world the destructive power of rams and artillery. 
. . . Instead of taking pride in the possession of a 
big navy, the American people ought to be proud of not 
needing one. This is their distinguishing privilege, and 
it is their true glory." 



Ambassador Bayard is making the influence of his po- 
sition in England strongly felt in behalf of Peace. In 
replying to a toast at the annual banquet of the Sheffield 
cutlers on the evening of November 2d he stated that he 
considered the occasion a fitting one for reference to his 
father's visit to England as peace-maker between England 
and the United States. In speaking at some length on 
the war of 1812 he said : 

" I have heard that war described as the late war, then as 
the war of 1812. Lately it has had a more gracious title, 
and has been called the last war. Now I can disclose in 
this connection my only diplomatic mission. It is that the 
war of 1812 shall remain our last war. May it always be 
our last war." 



We now have the fastest war-ship afloat, the Colum- 
bia, which made nearly twenty-three knots an hour on her 
trial trip. The Navy Department is delighted with her, 
for she is a child of the Department, hull, engines, screws 
and all. Commodore Milville thinks she will cost England 
twelve or fifteen millions of dollars by provoking the 
building of similar ships on the other side. England is 
already about to add ten new war-ships to her fleet, and 
we are to have the glory of provoking her to build four or 
five more at a cost of three millions each. A beautiful 
Christian rivalry this between the two nations ! If it 
continues, Anglo-Saxon civilization will soon reach a very 
high level ! 

The State of Para is said to have joined the revolu- 
tionary forces in Brazil. This report is however discred- 
ited. The situation at Rio de Janeiro remains practically 
unchanged. One of Mello's ships, the Javary, has been 
sunk in the harbor. The bombardment continues, one of 
the suburbs having been nearly ruined and considerable 
destruction of life and property having taken place in the 
city. The newly purchased war-ships of President Peix- 
otto are beginning to arrive and a decisive sea-fight is 
expected soon to occur between these and Mello's fleet. 



The war between the British South Africa company 
and the Matabeles is at an end. The King of the Mata- 
beles, Lo Bengula, has fled northward toward the Zambesi 
river. The conflict has repeated in its way the suffering 
and cruelties inseparable from war. 
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On November 3d Mr. Gladstone announced that at the 
earliest opportunity he would bring forward a measure for 
the establishment of a" board of arbitration for the adjust- 
ment of differences between employers and workmen, for 
the prevention of strikes. The "coal war " in England, 
which has produced an immense amount of bitterness and 
loss and suffering, has forced into prominence the question 
of industrial arbitration. There is no reason why this 
method of settling difficulties should not be applied to all 
sorts of differences between labor and capital, and states- 
men and legislators can do no greater service just now, in 
this age of strikes, than to p rovide suitable tribunals be- 
fore which these troubles may be examined in a calm 
and impartial way. When the boards of arbitration are 
once established, the conflicts will naturally seek them out. 



The fund which Charles Sumner left to Harvard Uni- 
versity for an annual prize for an essay on some subject 
connected with universal peace or the methods by which 
war may be superseded now amounts to $2349.28 yield- 
ing an annual income of about $120. The subjects for 
the essay for the current year are : (1) The Light which 
Experience throws on the Resort to Arbitration as a Sub- 
stitute for War ; (2) Is the Growth of the Sentiment of 
Nationality favorable to the Preservation of Peace? 



A funny Milwaukee paper has this to say about the 
economic value of Peace Congresses : 

" Bernhardt said the bombardment of Rio was as harm- 
less as if conducted by the Peace Congress. But no Peace 
Congress ever raised the price of coffee." 



Dr. McArthur, speaking on the decision of the Beh- 
ring Sea Tribunal, says : 

" We lost our case so far as the technical points of our 
contention were concerned, but we saved our seals. The 
representatives of England, perhaps, surpassed those of 
our country in a business-like statement of their case, but 
certainly did not equal them in patriotic oratory. The 
decision has removed painful irritation, and possibly pre- 
vented war. There is no more reason why nations 
should settle international disputes by appeal to arms 
than that gentlemen should settle personal quarrels by 
resorting to fists." 

The war at Melilla, in Morocco, between the Spanish 
forces and the Rifflans has assumed considerable propor- 
tions. General Campos has been placed in command at 
Melilla, and several battalions of troops have been sent 
across from Spain. 



The Lehigh Valley railroad difficulty is likely to be 
settled soon by arbitration. Seven members of the New 
York and the New Jersey State boards of arbitration met 
President Wibur of the Lehigh system on the 29th ult. , 
the latter having consented to an interview with them. 
The Pennsylvania Peace Society has been influential in 



bringing about this interview, having had a conference 
several days before with Grand Chief Conductor Clark. 



The Superintendent of the Peace Department of the 
World's W. C. T. U., Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, has just 
issued the second biennial report of the Department. It 
is a pamphlet of twenty-six pages giving an interesting 
account of the work done by the W. C. T. U. peace 
workers in various parts of the world, a statement of the 
general outlook of the peace cause and an introductory 
paragraph or two on the sixth commandment and the 
nature of true patriotism. 



Justice Harlan's opinion, expressed since the Behring 
Sea decision, that in case of future disputes between the 
United States and England " an equal number of the 
Judges of the highest Courts of both countries would be 
appointed to settle the difference " is worthy of most care- 
ful attention. It has often seemed to us that an Inter- 
national Tribunal of Arbitration might be made up from 
the actually existing Supreme Courts of the nations in a 
way to make it perfectly impartial. It would certainly 
be of the highest order of talent, always existing and 
much less expensive than any other conceivable plan. 



The twenty-seventh anniversary of the Pennsylvania 
Peace Society was held in Philadelphia on Thanksgiving 
day. We have no particulars, except that a number of 
prominent peace-workers were present and took part in 
the meetings which were held morning, afternoon and 
evening. 



A considerable number of life members of the American 
Peace Society have passed away during the j-ear. They 
have died rejoicing to see the multiplying signs of " the 
coming peace." Many of them have been regular con- 
tributors to the funds of the Society besides supporting 
its work by their sympathy and encouragement. We shall 
be pleased to add many new names, with the opening of 
1894, to our list of life members. 



Dr. Darby, after his return to England, read a valuable 
paper on "The Continuing Progress of International 
Arbitration " before the annual meeting of the " Asso- 
ciation for the Reform and Codification of International 
Law." The Association took steps toward the drafting 
of a plan for a permanent International Tribunal of Arbi- 
tration . 

A new peace serial in the Swedish language has been 
begun. It is entitled " Ned Med Vapnen" (Down with 
Arms) , and is edited by Mr. Carl Sundblad and published 
at Stockholm. 



